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Discontin ity and Historical Mutation

Eelco Runia

“Just when the philosophy of history seems to have lost its zip,
along comes Eelco Runia to energize it. In elegant and exhilarat-

ing prose, these brilliant discussions of historical discontinuity, -
the presence of the past, self-invention, and related topics set

the field on a new track. The result is essential reading for any- | 7

one interested in what history is and can be.” e

—Brian Fay, Wesleyan University

Historians go to great lengths to avoid confronting dis-
continuity, searching for explanations as to why such
events as the fall of the Berlin Wall, George W. Bush’s
invasion of Iraqg, and the introduction of the euro logi-
cally develop from what came before. Moved by the Past
radically breaks with this tradition of predating the past,

incites us to fully acknowledge the discontinuous nature
of discontinuities, and proposes to use the fact that his-

DISco
tory is propelled by unforeseeable leaps and bounds as a NTIN UIT Y

starting point for a truly evolutionary conception of his- AND
= HISTORIC, Y,
Integrating research from a variety of disciplines, Eelco Mu TAT]T ON
Runia identifies two modes of being "moved by the past”: :
regressive and revolutionary. In the regressive mode, the E E L L 0 R U
)N T A

past may either overwhelm us—as in nostalgia—or pro-
voke us to act out what we believe to be solidly dead. \
When we are moved by the past in a revolutionary sense,

we may be said to embody history: we burn our bridges EELCO RUNIA is a novelist and chair of the Centre for

behind us and create accomplished facts we have no Metahistory at Groningen University in the Netherlands.
choice but to live up to. In the final thesis of Moved by His novels and essayistic work on the making and writing
the Past, humans energize their own evolution by habitu-  ©f history address the question of how and why humans

habitually disrupt their lives by saddling themselves with
accomplished facts of their own making.

ally creating situations (“catastrophes” or sublime histori-
cal events) that put a premium on mutations. This book
therefore illuminates how every now and then we chase

ourselves away from what we were and force ourselves $40.00 / £27.50 - cloth - 978-0-231-16820-5

to become what we are. Proposing a simple yet radical MAY 2014 264 pages

change in perspective, Runia profoundly reorients how we  Eyropean Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and
think and theorize about history. Cultural Criticism
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